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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Larry Nixon on 7/19/06. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In the specification: 

On page 7, line 23, "stad" has been deleted. 

On page 10, line 14, the phrase -and an engagement wrench- has been 
inserted after "13A". 

On page 21, line 7, "stad" has been deleted. 
On page 21, line 11, "stad" has been deleted. 
On page 26, line 14, "stad" has been deleted. 

On page 3 of the amendment to the specification filed 6/19/06, the phrase 
"Please amend the paragraph beginning at page 4, line 17, through page 5, line 10, as 
follows:" has been replaced with the phrase -Please amend the paragraph beginning at 
page 4, line 10, through page 5, line 10, as follows:-. 

On line 5 of the amended paragraph at page 5, lines 1 1 through 20, the phrase 
"holethat. that" has been replaced with the phrase -hole such that the-. 
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On line 4 of the amended paragraph at page 27, lines 3 through 15, "BY" has 
been replaced with -By--. 

On line 4 of the amended paragraph at page 27, lines 3 through 15, "100" has 
been deleted. 

In the claims: 

In claim 1, line 23, "into" has been replaced with -with-. 

In claim 1, line 25, "into" has been replaced with -against and in-. 

In claim 1, line 25, "directly or indirectly" has been deleted. 

In claim 4, line 2, "high pressure" has been deleted. 

Claim 6 has been rewritten into independent form as follows: 

-Claim 6. A pipe joint structure comprising: 

a vessel provided at an outer circumference with a first flat surface and at a 
circumferential wall with a through-hole having one end opened to the first flat surface 
and another end opened to an interior of the vessel; 

a joint fitting member having an interior insertion hole diameter larger than the 
diameter of the through-hole and a first screw thread at an inner circumferential wall or 
an outer circumferential wall, the joint fitting member being bonded to the vessel so that 
the first flat surface is positioned radially inside the insertion hole and surrounds an 
entire outer periphery of the through-hole opened to the first flat surface; 

a joint member provided with an insertion portion having (a) a second flat surface 
formed at an end, (b) a pipe connection portion having a conical pressure receiving 
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seat formed at another end, and (c) a pipe mounting screw thread at an outer 
circumference, the insertion portion and the pipe connection portion being connected 
by an internal fluid passage with one end opened in the second flat surface and 
another end opened to the conical pressure receiving seat; 

a distribution pipe provided at an end thereof with a conical portion; and 
a mounting nut fastened into the pipe mounting screw thread so that the conical 
portion is pressed against the conical pressure receiving seat, 

wherein the joint member is further provided at a position inside the inner 
circumferential wall of the insertion hole or a position outside the outer circumferential 
wall of the joint fitting member with a second screw thread screwed with the first screw 
thread whereby the insertion portion is inserted into the insertion hole so that the 
second flat surface communicates with the through-hole via a packing plate having a 
center packing through-hole constituting a part of the fluid passage, wherein the 
packing plate is disposed between the first and second flat surfaces so that the second 
flat surface is pressed against and in fluid tight contact with the packing plate which is 
in turn also pressed against and in fluid tight contact with the first flat surface.-- 



In claim 10, line 2, "stad" has been deleted. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James M. Hewitt whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7084. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel Stodola can be reached on 571-272-7087. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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/JAMES M. HEWITT 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



